
The Liturgy of the Ascension 

God has gone up with a shout, 

All   the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

Psalm 47.5 

The president says 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

All   Amen. 

The Greeting 

The president greets the people. 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

All   and also with you. 

 

Hymn 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of His Word; 
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name! 
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
His holy Name, the Lord, the mighty One. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 



Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight; 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of His Word! 
Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure. 
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children’s children and forevermore! 

 

Introduction 

The president introduces the service using these words  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been 

celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his 

bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the power of sin and death. He 

appeared to his disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of 

God. 

Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, 

ascending into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and powers. 

Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting to his kingly yet 

loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting. 

The Ascension Reading 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1.4-11) 

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 

wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have 

heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will  be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ So when they had come 

together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 



witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up , 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were 

gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’  

At the end the reader says 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed through the heaven, 

Jesus the Son of God, let us offer him the praise worthy of his name. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

The Gloria in excelsis may be used. 

All   Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 



with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  

Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord will lead us to eternal life. 

Silence is kept. 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 

that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ 

to have ascended into the heavens, 

so we in heart and mind may also ascend 

and with him continually dwell; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

¶    The Liturgy of the Word  

Gospel Reading (Nicky Shilton) 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  

All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 17.1-11 

17After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 



the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.4I glorified you on 
earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the 
world existed. 

6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am 
no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one. 

 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

The Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 



through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession (Jenny Roden) 

¶    The Liturgy of the 
Sacrament  

Hymn  

I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship, 
Should set his love upon the sons of men, 
Or why, as Shepherd, he should seek the wanderers, 
To bring them back, they know not how or when. 
But this I know, that he was born of Mary 
When Bethl’em’s manger was his only home, 



And that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 
And so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come. 

I cannot tell how silently he suffered, 
As with his peace he graced this place of tears, 
Or how his heart upon the cross was broken, 
The crown of pain to three and thirty years. 
But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted 
And stays our sin and calms our lurking fear 
And lifts the burden from the heavy laden; 
For still the Saviour, Saviour of the world is here. 

I cannot tell how he will win the nations, 
How he will claim his earthly heritage, 
How satisfy the needs and aspirations 
Of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 
But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 
And he shall reap the harvest he has sown, 
And some glad day his sun will shine in splendour 
When he the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is known. 

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 
When at his bidding every storm is stilled, 
Or who can say how great the jubilation 
When every heart with love and joy is filled. 
But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 
And myriad myriad human voices sing, 
And earth to heav’n, and heav’n to earth, will answer, 
‘At last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King!’ 

Lyrics by William Young Fullerton (1857 – 1932), Public Domain 

Preparation of the Table 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Blessed be God, 



by whose grace creation is renewed, 

by whose love heaven is opened, 

by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

The president takes the bread and wine. 

 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord is here. 

All   His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

And now we give you thanks 

because, after his most glorious resurrection, 

he appeared to his disciples, 

and in their sight ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us;  

that where he is, thither we might also ascend, 

and reign with him in glory. 

 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.] 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

[Great is the mystery of faith:] 

All   Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

Lord of all life, 



help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with [N and] all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 



for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

All   Now we are raised to new life. 

We were buried in your tomb. 

All   Now we share in your resurrection. 

Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

Giving of Communion 

The president says 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 

All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. 
Amen. 

 



Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 

God our Father, 

you have raised our humanity in Christ 

and have fed us with the bread of heaven: 

mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, 

we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 

All   We thank you, Lord, 

that you have fed us in this sacrament, 

united us with Christ, 

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet  

prepared for all peoples. 

Amen. 

¶    The Dismissal ↑ 

Responsory 

As we wait in silence, 

All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we listen to your word, 

All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we worship you in majesty, 

All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your refreshing, 

All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your renewing, 

All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
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As we long for your equipping, 

All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering, 

All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

Silence may be kept or a reflective hymn may be sung.  

The Blessing (Sebastian and Grayson) 

May the Spirit, 

who set the Church on fire upon the day of Pentecost, 

bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.  

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. 

All   Amen. 
 

A hymn may be sung. 

 
Rejoice, the Lord is King! your Lord and King adore; 
mortals give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Jesus, the saviour, reigns, the God of truth and love; 
when he had purged our stains he took his seat above; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

His kingdom cannot fail, he rules both earth and heaven, 
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes submit, 
and bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet: 



Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Lyrics by Charles Wesley (1707–1788). Public Domain. 

 
 


