
The Gathering 

Introduction and hymn 

Jesus Shall reign  

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His Name. 

Blessings abound wherever He reigns; 
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains; 
The weary find eternal rest, 
And all the sons of want are blessed. 

As rain on meadows newly mown, 
So shall He send his influence down: 
His grace on fainting souls distils, 
Like heav’nly dew on thirsty hills. 

Let every creature rise and bring 
Peculiar honours to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the loud amen! 

The president will say 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
All   Amen. 



The Greeting 

The president greets the people 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Words of welcome or introduction may be said.  

Prayer of Preparation 

This prayer may be said 
All   Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Penitence 

All   Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

  



The president says 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

The Gloria in excelsis may be used 
All   Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

The Collect 

Let us pray 

Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 



and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. 
 
All   Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Reading (Wendy) 

Gospel Reading (Cate) 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon (the bishop of St Albans) 

The Creed 

All   Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession (Jenny) 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Preparation of the Table 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
All   You embraced us as your children 

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
All   He opened his arms of love upon the cross 

and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
All   Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his body is the bread of life. 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 



do this in remembrance of me. 
All   Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his blood is shed for all. 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
All   As we eat and drink these holy gifts 

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body, 



because we all share in one bread. 
All   Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 

The president says one of these invitations to communion  
 
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
All   Most merciful Lord, 

your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit 
even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. 
Amen. 

The president receives communion. 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  



come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. 
Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 
All   Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

The Dismissal 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Final Hymn 
All Hail the power of Jesus name 
 
1. All hail the power of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 



Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

2. Crown him, you martyrs of our God, 
Who from his altar call; 
Who from his altar call;Praise Him whose way of pain ye trod, 
And crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

3. Ye prophets who our freedom won, 
Ye searchers, great and small, 
Ye searchers, great and small, 
By whom the work of truth is done, 
And crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

4. Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
The wormwood and the gall, 
The wormwood and the gall, 
Go spread your trophies at His feet, 
And crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

5. Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
Ye ransomed of the fall; 
Ye ransomed of the fall; 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

6. Let every tribe and every tongue 
To him their hearts enthral; 
To him their hearts enthral; 
Lift high the universal song, 
And crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


